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Public defense of master's theses by the Sth cohort of ERAIFT regional master's students:
June 13-23, 2025

From Friday, 13 to Monday, 13 June 2025, ERAIFT organized the public defense of master's theses of the 5th cohort
of regional master's students. Out of a total of 38 students who registered for the first exam session, 33 were admitted
to the thesis program, representing 86.8% of the total enrollment. These students are divided into three fields of study:
19 in the professional master's degree in Protected Areas and Biosphere Reserves Management (GAP/GRB); 7 in the
professional master's degree in Forest Management Techniques (TAF); and 7 in the research master’s degree in
integrated management and planning of Tropical Forests and Territories (AGIFT).

It should be noted that this cohort began its program in July 2023 and will complete it in June 2025, i.e., 24 months
divided into four semesters following the LMD system: the first two semesters form a core curriculum for learning
the systemic approach; while semesters 3 and 4 are devoted to specialization and the organization of final projects,
respectively. Semester 3 is carried out through sub-regional mobility provided for in the project: GAP/GRB learners
were welcomed at the Garoua Wildlife School (EFG, Cameroon), TAF learners at the CIB-OLAM forestry company
in northern Republic of Congo, and AGIFT learners at the Kisantu Botanical Garden and in the landscape of the Luki
Biosphere Reserve and Mangrove Marine Park (DRC).

An international and interdisciplinary jury was established to review this research work. It was comprised of teacher-
researchers from the academic world, as well as professionals from the socio-professional world, to provide more
inclusive training for students. Given the geographical diversity of the students and jury members, the defenses were
conducted in a hybrid format, combining in-person and remote elements, with 33 theses evaluated.

It is worth noting that these works, primarily based on a systemic approach, addressed several themes related to
biodiversity and climate change, as well as the rational and sustainable management of natural resources. This work
was carried out in various types of ecosystems, primarily in protected areas and biosphere reserves in sub-Saharan
Africa, as well as in nature reserves, sacred forests, marine areas, and mangroves, and also addressed the issue of
urbanization. The deliberations and announcement of the overall results are scheduled to take place before the end of
June 2025.

ERAIFT thanks the European Union, through AGRINATURA, for funding this initiative and for its continued
confidence. It also thanks ENABEL, RESSAC, Nature+, and the Faculty of Gembloux Agro-Bio Tech for their
additional financial support for student training. The same gratitude goes to sub-regional, regional, and international
institutions for providing human resources to support the inclusive training of African youth, which is a crucial
guarantee of sustainable development.
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